PRESS RELEASE - 28 OCTOBER, 2013

VAUXHALL CITY FARM LANDS FUNDING FOR NEW
DEVELOPMENT
Vauxhall City Farm has recently secured development funding through a partnership with the St
James Group, which will pay for new facilities at the much-loved farm centre in the heart of Vauxhall.
Planning permission has been secured to use the funding to build brand new facilities at Vauxhall City
Farm as well as much needed social housing for Lambeth residents. Faith Boardman, Chair of
Trustees of Vauxhall City Farm said:
“We have worked extremely hard to make this project happen and are delighted with the result. This
is a crucial investment to develop new facilities at the Farm and a major step towards making our
charity more sustainable. We can increase the number of projects we are able to manage and
improve the experience we provide for our much loved community. We would like to thank everyone
who has worked so hard to make this happen.”
Vauxhall City Farm attracts over 20,000 visitors a year, delivers educational programs to local schools
and charities, has a popular ‘animals out’ programme which allows community groups to enjoy its
mobile farm and has a fully accredited riding centre used by disabled people, schools and community
groups.
The scheme will also allow for the construction of much needed high specification social housing for
residents of Lambeth and specifically cater for families. The original proposal from developers, St
James, was for 14 small shared ownership homes at the Eastbury House site, now known as The
Merano Residences, which is part of the wider regeneration of the Vauxhall area. However, a rethink
has led to the new plan which will result in eight larger homes for social rent, with more rooms overall,
just around the corner at the farm. The project has been developed in conjunction by Aseem Sheikh
the Managing Director of Base Associates, a Vauxhall based Architecture and Design practice.
Lambeth Councillor, Pete Robbins, Cabinet Member for Housing said:
“Family sized homes are badly needed in Lambeth and although these are off site, they are just
around the corner, are of better quality and will be for social rent. This is a great example of
imagination, collaboration and pragmatism meaning we can look beyond the headline figure on
affordable housing, to focus on the quality and type of homes that will be provided for local people.”

Sean Ellis of St James Group said:
“We are delighted to be working in partnership with Vauxhall City Farm and the London Borough of
Lambeth to provide better facilities for the Farm and affordable homes better suited to the needs of
the local community. Vauxhall City Farm is an important and valued local charity and we will continue
to support the Farm after this development. We are also committed to developing additional sites on
Albert Embankment and the other parts of the Borough to provide much needed homes and jobs.
Construction on the City Farm Project is hoped to commence in early 2014”.
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Notes to editors:
About St James
St James was established in 1996, originally as a joint venture with Thames Water. Over the past
fifteen years, the company has established a reputation as a design – conscious developer which
continues to regenerate sites and transform them into attractive developments whose design not only
creates desirable places to live, but also has a positive impact on the environment.

St James is a proud member of The Berkeley Group, an acknowledged leader in the delivery of major
UK urban regeneration schemes. The Group has been responsible for shaping much of the modern
development along central London’s riverside, replacing former industrial areas with vibrant places to
live, work and play. Dedication to quality and design is matched by a commitment to the communities
the company helps create, and to the environment as a whole.

